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NoEes.
Hon. H. P. Colebatch Hon. M. L. Moss
Hen. J. L. Counnolly Hon. W. Patrick
Hon, D. G. Gawler Hon. C. Sommers

Hon. V, Hamersley Hon. T. H. Wilding

Hon. A. G. Jenkins Houn. E, M. Clurke
Hon. R. J, Lynon (Teller).
Hon. E. MecLarty

Clause thus negatived.
New clanse:
Hon. J. E. DODD moved—

That the following mnew clause be
added to stand as Clause 8:—(1.) Any
two or more industrial unions consist-
ing of employers or workers emgaged
in the same industry or in related in-
dustries may apply lo the Registrar for
registration as one union. (2.) The ap-
plication shall be under the respective
seals of the unions concerned, and shall
be signed by their respective chairman
and secretaries. (3.} The application
shall be accompanicd by (a) A lst of
members and officers and the trustces
(if any) of the proposed mew union;
(b) Tiwo copies of the rules of such
proposed union, such rules being in ac-
cordance with section seven of this :lef;
and (¢) A copy of a resolution author-
ising the application and approving of

. the rules on behalf of each uniomn con-
cerned, passed by a vole of the majority
of the members present in person al ¢
general meeting of such wuniom, which
copy shall be verified by the statutory
declaration of the secretary. (4.) Every
application hereunder shall be deemed
to be an application by a society for
registration under this Aect, and the
succeeding provisions of this Act shall
(so far as applicable) apply thereto,
and in vespect thereof accordingly. (5.)
On the proposed new union being regis-
tered as an indusirinl union under this
Act—(i.) The regisiration of every
union affected shall be deemed lo have
been cancelled under subsection (1) of
section tweniy-siz; (#.) Al the pro-
perty, vights, duties and obligations
whatever vested in or imposed on the
wnions affected shall become vested in
or imposed on the new union.

The clause was designed to facilitate the

amalgamaiion of unions, which in the

past had semetimes taken as long as 12

months to effect.
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Hon. M. L. MOSS: The" Committee
might formally agree-to the new clanse.
It was his in{ention to deal with the Jarge
unions in related industries on the recom-
mittal of the Bill and it would be just as
well to have. this amendment in priut.

New clause put and passed.

New clause—Absence of President:
Hon. J. E. DODD moved—

That the following further new clause

be added 1o stand as Clause 46:—(1.)

In case of the illness or unavoidable

absence of the president, the Governor

shall appoint some othér judge to act

during such illness or absence. (2.)

The judge so appointed may act in any

ualior commenced before him until the

conclusion thergof.

New clanse passed.

Schedule, Tille—agreed (n.

Bill reported with amendments.

House adjourned at 10.7 p.m.

Regislative EHssembly,
Wednesday, 30ih October, 1912.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at -
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—RAILWAY SERVICE
ON SHOW DAY.

Mr. TURVEY (for Mr. Carpenter)
asked the Minister for Railwaya: 1,
‘What number of trains, drdinary or
speciel, were despatched from Claremont
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to Fremantle between 4 p.m. and 7
pm. on Show Day ! 2, What number
. left Claremont for Perth or intermediate
stations during the same time ?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied : 1, Sixteen trains, 2, Thirty-nine
trains. The bookings west of Claremont
on Show Day were 7,016, and east of
Claremont, 25,698,

BILL—WORKERS' COMPENSATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Report of Committee adopted.

BILL—GOVERNMENT TRAMWAYS.

Introduced by the Minister for Rail-
ways and read a first time.

BILL—MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS
ACT AMENDMENT.
Introduced by Hon. W. C. Angwin
{Honorary Minister) and read a first

time.

MOTION—RAILWAY CONSTRUC-
TION, BROOKTON-KUNJIN.
Mr. HARPER (Pingelly) moved—

That hoving regard to the promise
made by the Premier on 10th November,
1911, that the scttlers along the rowte
might reasonobly anticipate the con-
struction of the Brookton-Kunjin Rail-
way to provide transit in time for the
present harvest, and the fact that wp
lo the present time the consiruction of
the line has mot even been commenced
this House 19 of opinion that the Govern-
ment should at an early date proceed
with the construction of the said line.

He said: I do not wish to delay the
House very long on this matter, for it
has been thrashed out on a previous
oceasion, but 1 would like to mention
that the people in this immediate
locality, and of the surrounding dis-
district, have been living in the hopes
of getting a railway for the last five
of six years. There are in the immediate
neighbourhood some of the best farmers
in Western Australia. They are a long-

[ASSEMBLY.)

suffering people, exhibiting a wonderful
degree of patience, and have put up
with very great hardships. They have
been instrumental in advertising the
agricultural resources of Western Aus-
tralia, and have done excellent work
in furthering the interests of the State.
I know that owing to their energy and
splendid work, farming has become
more popular in that district of Western
Australin. The railway promised to
them four or five years ago by Sir Newton
Moore has not yet been built, and these
people are left in isolated positions at-
Arldanga, Gilliminning, Cross Roads,
Landscape, Markegin, Balyarling Springs,.
White Well, Boyagawa, and other places
where settlers have been for a long
time pioneering the agricultural districts.
I know this railway has been somewhat
delayed owing to the uncertainty in
regard to the route of the Transcontinentad
railway, but since that route has been
decided upon and agreed to by hoth
Houses in respect to the section from
Coolgardie to Merredin, the Trans-
continental railway is out of the guestion,
for the reason that, carrying the trunlk
line westward as far as Merredin brings
it almost due north of Kunjin. Even
if the railway goes via Armadale to Brook-
ton, it will not answer the purpose of
a railway from Brookiton to Kunjin.
This  Brookton-Kunjinn line was
sanctioned by Parliament on the 16th
February, 1911, with other railways,
such as the Quairading-Nunajin, the
Hotham Valley, the Wongan Hills rail-
way, and seversl more, some of which
have been completed, while others are
in course of construction. I want this
railway to be dealt with on its merits
as compared with other railways. We
had the promise of the Premier to &
deputation on the 11th November, 1811.
On that occasion the Premier read a
minute which he had received from the
Minister for Works, and stated that there
was no reference to the time when the
line was likely to be completed, and
that it would be for Mr. Johnson to
go into the matter of the construction
of the different lines in their order of
merit. That conveyed the meaning that
the railway was to be proceeded with
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almost immediately. It is nearly 12
‘months ago. Later on we had a de-
putation to 'the Minister for Works
-and he was also sympathetic with the
deputation. I think the deputation im-
pressed the Minister quite sufficiently
that a reilway was wanted and that it
was highly desirable that it should be
.constructed at an early date. I want
to impress upon the Minister for Works
the great necessity for this railway. The
people along the route, both north and
south, have just about come to the
end of their resources, and perhaps long
.ago some of them have come to the end
«of their resources and it is the last straw
that breaks the camel's back ; this is
their position. They have been living
in hope for quite a number of years.
Owing to the railways heing pushed
out further to suit some of the recent
settlers these people have been deprived
of a railway. I am speaking now more
particularly of the people of Arldanga,
Landscape, White Well, and that neigh-
bourhood. Some have been there eight
years and have now found themselves
as far from getting railway communi-
cation as ever. Sir Newton Moore,
when Premier, and another member
of the Cabinet traversed that country
and gave the settlers great hopes in
those days that a railway would be con-
atructed at an early date, and I think
they would have had a railway had not
agricultural expansion increased so
rapidly. I would like to know as de-
finitely as possible when the line can be
started. As far as the Trans-Australian
railway is concerned, that need not
influence this railway for o moment.
It may go as far south as Brookton—
that is a matter for the engineers to
-decide—but, it would have to go at right
angles south for 40 miles and west to
Kunjin, which angle is out of the question.
As for as the railway from Brookton to
Kunjin is concerned, I submit that that
can be started immediately. In  the
Loan Bill passed in February, 1911, a
sum of £10,000 was voted for this Rail-
way, and I regret that owing to these
unforeseen circwmstances the railway
has not yet been started. The Premier

a year ago, when nsked a question,
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said personally he thought the railway
would be ready for next harvest. The
Minister for Works, in reply to a deputa.
tion on the 29th August, thonght he
would be able to decide within a month
about the Trans-Australian railway.
From what I can gather it will be several
months before the Government decide
on the route of the Trans Australian
railway as to whether it will go irom
Armadale or Midland Junction. I ask
the Ministry to give the matter their
earnest consideration and to have this
line started: immediately. Nearly all
the lines passed at the time this one
was approved by Parliament are either
in course of construction or have already
been completed. It is very hard on
these people, and I sympathise with
them very much. 1 know that some
of them cannot even get the titles of their
land owing to this railway survey
passing through their land and they are
put to great hardship and loss because
the Agricultural Bank cannot advance
them any money until this matter is
decided. We know the scttlers are
suffering very great hardships and I
think the Minister for Works also knows
of hardships in that connection, and I
think it would be well if the Goverrunent
could see their way clear to have this
railway started the first on the list.
I would not like to see any other railway
put ahead of this one, because the people
would be seriously disappointed and
they will suffer great loss if it is not con-
structed at un early date. As far as the
Trans-Australian railway is concerned,
that is simply out of the question in
connection with the Xunjin line, and I
do not see any reason for further delay
on that account. My opinion is that
the Brookton-Kunjin railway as a spur
line would be one of the most used and
profitable in Western Australia, for the
reason that il this country pets rai:way
communication, which I think is justified
and warranted o near route would bhe
made from Armadale to the Great
Southern, and probably Brookton would
be the junction. But in any case this
spur line from Brookton' to Kunjin
will become a trunk line-in future and

will be a direet route from ‘Guerkadilling,
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Koorikin, Coolin, Kurrenkutten, Corrigin,
and many other fertile districts in the
eastern portion of the agricultural areas.
That line will gerve the distriet north and
south for 20 miles, and I look forward to
the produce coming direct over that line
to Armadale in the near future. I have
nothing more to say in the matter but
would like to urge on the Minister for
Works the great necessity for the
construction of this line. I cannot
emphasise the matter too much and I
think he is pretty cognisant of all I have
said and I hope he will see his way clear
to start it immediately.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. D. Johnson) : I do not want any con-
vineing as to the class of settler in this
particular locality, neither is it necessary
to outline the need for railway ecommuni-
cation to this partienlar portion of the
State. But it has been represented to the
hon. member and to the country that the
difliculty in regard to this particular line
is the fact that there is just the possi-
bility of the Trans-Australian railway
going pretty c¢lose to the route pro-
posed for this line. I think members
will realise that the course suggested
would be a rvidiculous attitude for
the Government to adopt, seeing that
a swrvey of the Trans-Australian railway
has been made from Armadale to Brook-
ton and ihat from Brookton onwards
there is no engineering diftienlty, and thal
we are only surveying in anotler locality
to see if a eheaper propusition can be
ohtained before we decide wherve the
Trans-Austrabian railway can go. Hav-
ing that information it would he abso-
lute unonsense to immediately proceed
with the construction of an agrieultural
railway seeing that the pacticular line
might have to be pulled up in order to
lay dawn the Trans-Australian line. It
is troe that this railway was passed by
the Chamber some considerable limee ago,
hut still the fact remains that it is not
oui of its order of precedence up to
date. There is no justification for this
line to take precedence over other lines
under construction, and it is true an in-
justice would be done if we were to eon-
stvuet other lines that have been passed
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since hefore we started the Brookton--
Kunjin line, but we have not arrived at
that stage yet and as far-as I am con-
cerned, I desire to serve this area before
we proceed to serve other areas that have
been favonred to the extent of having a
Bill passed for those particnlar areas.
I want it elearly understood that as far
as T am personally concerned the Brook-
ton-Kunjin line has heen passed by Par-
liament and while T do not agree with the-
rouie

AMr. Monger: You do not agree with
the route of wny railway passed by your
predecessors.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
is not so. I think many of the lines
passed by the previous Administration
are all right, bot with this particular line,
unless we are careful we shall have a
repitition of the unfortunate state of
affairs that exists in Yorkrakine, inas-
much as we will have settlers 1S or 19
miles from a railway. T think it is a
erime to put people more than 1214 miles.
from a line, and the Governmeni in
adopting this partieular route have erred
in judgment. If we look at the map we
will not want any convineing on that
score. If we do not helieve in a 1214
miles radius it is all right, but if we do
it will be wrong. I believe in a 1214
miles radius and less if the country would
stand it, and for that reason 1 do not
think the wisest route was adopted, bus
it is not for me to argue that peint.
Parliament passed it and it is my duty as
Minister for Works to construet the line
unless Parliament alters its opinion iu
regard to the route. What has stood in
the way of the actual construction of the
live is the faet, ns already stated, that
the Trans-Australian railway may pos-
sibly pe along in close proximity, if il
does not actually traverse this particular
route.

Mr., Monger: Ts that an assnrance?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I say
there is every probability. The Premier
outlined that in the Budget spesch. We
have the survey completed, as far as
Brookton is coneerned, and there is no
engineering difficulty from Brookton on-
wards, and we have three survey parties
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. concentrated on what is known as the
Swan Valley to get that route eompleted
in order to enable us to get ont the cost

. and compare the two propositions. It
15 only a matter of £ s. d,, and before we
ean arrive at a conclusion on that ques-
tion we have to have this other survey
completed so that the comparison can be
made.

Mr. Harper: Supposing the railway
goes to Brookton, what then?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1
observed ibe pomt which the hon. mem-
ber made. He argued that, because he
could not see how Lhe line would run from
Brookton it would not interfere with the
Brookton-Kunjin line. The hon. member
must reeollect that the Trans-Australian
line as surveved runs inte Brookton. li
has to get out of Brookion and go in the
vicinity of the Brookion-Kunjin roule.
Wherever it goes it will be somewhere
near it, and that being the case, we will
not run two lines within a mile or so of
each other. There is no hope ai ali of
doing that, and it would be unsound for
us to arrive at any conclusion until the
ronte of the Trans-Australian railway is
adopted. The hon. member staied what
is troe, that T informed the deputalion
that within a month I thought we would
be in a position to decide the route, and
T am keenly disappointed that T have not
the information to date. It has been al-
leged that theve is no difliculty in follow-
ing the Swan Valley ronte, and that we
can get a grade of one in eighty. As a
matter of faet the surveyors have been
hanging on by their eyebrows to get a
route through the Swan Valley, Three
different trials have been made, and they
have not got a one in eighty grade at
reasonable eost. They could get the grade
if we had the money, but the Government
desire to get the railway through at this
grade and at lhe cheapest possible ecost
to the comntry, and there is only one way
in which that can be done, and that is by
being careful with the survey and exhaus-
five in our inquiries so as to get all the
detail and compare the notes and thus de-
termine which is the better route to adept.
I stated that T expeected to have this with-
im the month. The difficulty has been
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greater than even the engineers antieci-
pated. We have three survey parties oﬁ_t,
and Mr. Muir, the engineer, is devotidg
special attention to it personally. He is
on the spot trying to push the matter
through so that the Government can come
to a conclusion in regard to their recom-
mendation to this Chamber. TUnder these
cirecumstances I would rather that the hon.
member should withdraw the motion, If
he forees the motion to a division, I have
no alternative but to vote against it. If,
despite the information I have given, the
motion is forced I must ask the Chamber
to vole the molion down. It would be
unfair to the people of the district to
foree the motion now and it would be un-
fair to the Government. I1f may not be
necessary to build the line at all, but if
the ‘Chamber says that despite the fact
that the Trans-Australian railway may
go in this direction the line should be
built at an early date, it wonld not be
fair. The hon. member says that although
the Trans-Australian railway may go mn
this direetion, there is nothing to interfere
with the construetion of this line, but I
think there is. Take the line from Arma-
dale te Brookton, that is a line which
should receive serions consideration
and would have received it before this
if it had not been that the Trans-
Australian railway might go there. If
it does go through that distriet then
we shall save that line. If it goes
through Brookton then we shall save
the Brookton-Kunjin line. We have
to take these things into consideration.
Under the eircumstances T appreciate the
difliculty the hon, member is in. T would
not for a moment say that these people
are not justified in feeling that they are
nnfortunate, but they cannot have a
grievance against the Government and
they cannot have a grievance against
anyone else further than the fact that
the line authorised by Parliament is
not under construction, but it is
not under construction for the reasons
I have onilined. To put it under eon-
struction now would present grave diffi-
culties. Once the Trans-Australian route
has been decided on the Government will
come Eo a definite decision as to the con-
struction of the line. We are not delay-
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_ing the construction of the line wilfully
and we are not desirous of constructing
another line in preference to the
Brookton-Kunjin line.

Mr. Monger: When will that decision
be come to?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is
impossible to say. There are three survey
parties petting information now. I do
not know how long it will take. I bave
given one estimate and I have been wrong
and I do not wish to give another estimate
of time. The difficnlties are greater than
one would fancy. Under the circumstances
I trust the hon. member will not force the
motion to a division,

Mr. Broun: Why not make up your
mind and put the Trans-Australian line
through from Armadale?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:. Pos-
sibly one would Iike to come to a decision
on that. T have my own personal opinions
about the matter. I trust the motion will
be withdrawn, because to foree it will
compel opposition.

Mr. MONGER (York) : During the ab-
sence of the member for Pingelly I came
in contact pretiy frequently with the
settlers in the locality this line of rail-
way is going lo serve. They were led to
understand for months past that the line
would be started at a very early moment
and it must naturally he rather severe on
them when they see other lines of rail-
way brought forward by the present Ad-
ministration and hear that these lines of
railway, passed 12 months after the
Brookton-Kunjin line was adopted by
the House, are going to be started, at
all events before next Marech. What sort
of a position must these people along the
route and in the welghbourhood of
Kunjin feel at the treatment they are
receiving ¥

The Minister for Works : What treat-
ment T You are vuly assuming that other
railway lines will he started before this
one; only an assumption on your part.

Mr. MONGER : The Minister for
Works and the Premier only recently,
during his Sonth-West tour, stated that a
certain line of railway starting somewhere
in the vieinity of Nunajin would be com-
menced hefore next March. We want to
know exactly where we are in connection
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with this proposition. I heard the Min-
ister for Works distinctly assure a depu-
tation that this line of railway would be
constructed whether it be the Transcon-
tinental line or otherwise, prior to the
other lines of railway being built. Does
the Minister remember that assurance 9

The Minister for Works: I do not
think the hon. member is right in saying
that T stated T would start the Transcon-
tinental line. What I said was that thig
line would take the order of precedence
over any other line,

Mr. MONGER :
surance I want.

The Minister for Works :
given it several times.

Mr, MONGER : Having that assur-
ance I have nothing further to say.

Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northam) : I
wanted to hear what the Minister for
Works had to say in eonnection with this
line. I realise that he eonld not give
any other assurance than what he has
given that an examination is being made
of all possible routes for the Transcon-
tinental railway, and I wedersiand that
esamination is not eomplete but will he
in the very near fulure, T think the route
will be the Avon Valley one, and inquiries
so far as I understand, are in favour of
that route.

The Minister for Works :
more about it than I do then.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : That being so,
there is nothing to delay the construe-
tion of the Brookton-Kunjin line.

The Minister for Works : You are not
trying to pull any strings are you 7

Hon. J. MITCHELL : I am trying to
pull the Minisier for Lands. The member
for the distriet is more than justified
in asking that this line should be con-
structed ns early as possible, and that
there should be no great delay. I under-
stand that the line cannot he huilt hefore
the information has been oblained in re-
zard to the Trans-Australian railway, but
the Minister will see that as soon as the
investigations are completed in rezard to
the Trans-Australian line this railway
will be put in hand. These people have
been lonz promised this line. I agree
with the Minister-that it wounld be a pity

That is the only as-

Well I have

You konow
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that the line should be constructed along
a route if it is the wrong route, but T do
not agree with the Minister that it is
wrong. To serve the whole of the people
in that area the line must go south of
Brookton. We have often heard that
the line from Dowerin to Merredin has
been put in the wrong place, but the
deviation should have reduced the dis-
tance and should not have inereased it
as it did there. If another line is con-
structed throngh Yorkrakine then the dis-
tance thot settlers will be from the rail-
way will be about 71% miles. The Min-
ister knows that between York and Meek-
ering the distance is only 20 miles be-
tween the two lines. The Minister knows
I advocated a 25-mile limit as against a
30-mile.

Mr. Broun: That is as the crow flics.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: It goes without
saying that farmers should be able to do
the journey to the railway with their
wheai in one day, but the Minister can
rectify the Yorkrakine mistake without
any difficulty. The line has been con-
strueted and we now have an opportunity
of rectifying it by having another line
built. I agree with the member for the
district that he is more than justified in
asking the Minister to say this line should
be built. The Mimster says that within a
short timne, he hopes within a month, to
have definite information on the point.
Having that information from the Min-
ister I think the hon. member ecan very
well withdraw the motion,

Mr., HARPER (in reply): With re-
gard to the line not being altogether in
the right place, as the Minister for Works
remarks, I may point out that a very
short line taken out about 18 miles would
meeb all the requirements in that case. A
line ecould be run out about 18 miles with
a short spur each way, and that would
meel all the requirements, that is if the
Trans-Auvstralian line does not traverse
the route to Brookton. If that is the
case, the line would have to go north to
suit the people there and it wonld only
necessitate a very short line. The Mims-
ter for Works knows that he was waited
on by a deputation of people from the
distriet south of the line a few months
ago. Having the assurance of the Min-
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ister that the work will be started as soon

as possible, and that all due haste will be

made with the suarvey of the Trans-

Australian railway, I ask leave to with-.

draw the motion. '
Motion by leave withdrawn.

MOTION—ABATTOIRS AND CHILL-
ING WORKS AT GERALDTON.
Debate resumed from the 16th Qectober

on the motion by Mr. Dooley, “That this

House is of opinion that i the interests

of the health and convenience of the

public of Geraldton, and for the purpose
of meeting the requirements of the farm-
ers, fruit growers, and pastoralists of the
surrounding districts, the establishment of
abattoirs and chilling works at the port of

Geraldton is an immediate neecessity,” and

on the amendment moved by the Minister

for Lands that the words “an immediate
necessity” be strock out and “desirible’”
inserted in lien.

Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northam): I am
very glad that the hon. member has
brought forward this motion. It bas long
been an idea of mine that each of the
ports of the State should be provided with
abattoirs and chilling works., The hon.
member, I think, made oul a good case
and there was evidence that he took a good
deal of trouble to get information about
the capabilities of the distriet he repre-
sents. The land in the Geraldion district
is suitable for mixed farming, probably
as no other iand is in Western Australia.
It is splendid for sheep as well as for
producing cereals, and, if the industry of-
sheep-raising is to be encouraged, facili-
ties such as those the hon. member for
Cleraldton is urging will have to be pro-
vided. Hitherto, sheep have been grazed
in this distriet for their wool, but it has
becn realised that it is much more profit-
able to raise sheep for purposes of ex-
port. Tt is known that in South Australia
some years ago it was impossible to ex-
port, becanse there were no facilities.
Now, however, a large export irade has
been bailt up, with the result that furm-
er’s produce has become of a better qual-
ity, and is worth a considerable sum of
money to them, and the fact is also knawn
that avery acre of cvltivated }uind has in-



2824

creased £1 per aere in value as the resnlt
of the Government works which have been
established at the ports.  Ceraldlon is
peenliarly situated; it is 300 miles by rail
from the metropolis, and this makes it
almost impossible for the lamb-producing
business to be undertaken, because if they
had to be carried that distance by rail to
the port of export, the loss of weighi
wonld be so great that it would be neces-
sary for them to be prime so as fo arrive
at the market in a condition that would
result in a profitable sale. There is also
in comnection with this matter the possi-
bility of a profit being made on the works.
In New Zealand every town of 2,000 in-
habitants has its own abattoirs, and I
think that system should be adopted here.
The abattoirs at Geraldton are wanted not
only for the export trade but so that the
meat supply might be supervised and eon-
trolled and economically dealt with. Sinee
we have Government steamers it would
be well Lo have freezing works at Gerald-
ton in order that the lambs might be
killed there and sent to the Perth market.
This would save a considerable amount
and bring to the metropolitan market a
bigger supply of meat during the lamb
season, Putting all these things together,
it will be seen how easy it will be to deal
with the meat through the ahattoirs and
hy steamer, and with better results for
the farmer as well as for the consumer.
I was sorry to notice thal the Minister
for Lands in Geraldion the other day
said to the people, “Show me the lambs
oand I will produce the abattoirs.”” If that
idea is to guide the Ministry in all their
undertakings, T am afraid there will be
very little agricultural development. It
is necessary thal marketing facilities
should be available when the stock are
ready for the market, and the Minister
shonld give serious consideration to this
question, first, because the distriet is eap-
able of producing lambs fit for export,
and secondly, because there ean be no real
development along the lines we desire un-
less export facilities are provided. Tt
would he just as futile to ask farmers
to produce wheat without giving them
whaorves, as to ask the people in Gerald-
ton or anywhere else to go in for the
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production of lambs suttable for export
unless we provide facilities for export.
I believe that the works to be constructed
at Fremantle are to be put in hand soon,
while the works at Albany are almost
completed, and T hope it will not be long
before the wish of the hon. member for
Geraldton is realised, because these works
are 50 much needed. OQur attention has
been directed towards Geraldton because
we realise the development of sheep-rais-
ing in that distriet is an important matter,
and the export of a large number of
lambs would return to that distriet a tre-
mendous sum of money. T hope the Min-
istry will see that there is no delay in
providing the facilities which have heen
asked for. TUnless this is done the people
in these parts will have to revert to Lhe
old idea of producing wool and wheat.
Mr. DOOLEY (in reply): 1 was
rather disappoinied Ilat the Minister for
Lands should have found it necessary to
move an amendment to my motion, par-
tienlarly as I must confess that his re-
plies when analysed did not justify the
amendment or any addition to my motion
in the direetion he adopted. At the out-
set, the Minister admitted the undonided
fertility of the distriet and its great pos-
sibilifies. Therefore it is all the mnre
regreltable that he did not see his way
to allow the motion to pass in its en-
tirety, becanse the points that were ruised
did not justify the alteration of the mo-
tion, that is to say, that the works were
not an “immediate necessity,” but were
merely “desirable.” T would like to state
that in putting the motion, I was guilty of
a slight error will regard to the period
at whieh the lambs are considered to be
at their highest marketable value when 1
stated that the period was early in Novem-
her. T found suhsequently on inquiry
that it is about the latter end of Octaber
that the lambs in that district were at their
best; that is the time when thev are
weaned. It is recognised thal the distriet
of Geraldton is three weeks earlier than
anywhere else south of that place. The
Minister for Lands appeared to lay great
stress on the fact that we are not in the
position to produce the right sort of lanhs
for the market, and he went on to quote
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ihe New Zealand regulations in conneection
with 1he trade, which are very stringent
in regard to the preparation of lambs
for export. I know that lhat is a faet.
The Minister also stated that n New
Soulh Wales they had been investigating
the malter for a considerable time with
the object of developing a high class of
marketable [amhb, but he overlooked what
South Australia has been doing for seven-
teen vears, and that the people there have
been making as good a deal as any other
country not excepting New Zealand. Theve
wns no preparation with regard to f(he
lambs that they would submit to market,
and [ eontend that even if (hat were neces-
sary it could be dons in a matter of six
months. Tt wonld be only necessary to
tell the farmer just what class of lamb
was required, and he had only to make his
arrangements prior 1o the breeding season,
in erossing sheep, and in six or lwelve
months he would supply a suilable lamb
for the market. Another point raised
by Ihe Minister for Lands was the faet
that nution and lamb were a higher price
in {his State than anvwhere else, and he
congidered that we should supply the local
market before we thought of exporting.
That s a verv good confention nnlil wa
analyse it and unlil we recoghise that
every other Stale that is exporting meat
to oiher countries did nol tnke into con-
sideration the question of whether their
loeal markets were supplied first, I con-
tend ithat both should run concurrenily.
We have a small population here. and, so
far as the melropaliian market for knmbhe
i= concerned, il is limited indeed. Tfarm-
ers are business men and they look ahead
and sax. “T am going to make all sorls of
preparations to try and gel to the loeal
market” and (hen when (hat marker’ is
surfeiled there will he no profit for him
and he will make arrangements for ex-
port.  That is the object the farmer has
in view when he asks lhat abalioirs and
chilling works should be erecied.  The
Manister admils that abattoirs are o neces-
sity, and thex shonld be so construeted
as to provide for expansion. as I pointed
out when moving the motion. [ think fhat
the ficures T have brought forward. and
which the Minister did not attempt to re-
[99]
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fuile, amply show that (his is a after
of immediate necessity, and 1 sincerely
hope that the Minister will see at an early
datle that it is so.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must
not discuss on the amendment ihe ques-
tion of immediate necessily.

Mr. DOOLEY: I was replying to the
Minister. IHe (raversed my molion and
I was of opinion that L was elosing {ha
debate; however, I shall endeavour to con-
form Lo the Standing Orders as nearly as
1 can. The member for Northum (1lon. J.
Mitehell) was not quite fair in his re-
ferences to the Minister's remarks at (er-
aldton,  On that oceasion the  Minister
praelically reiteraled what he said in this
Chamber wilh regard lo having his doubts
as {o the suitability of the Lambs tor ex-
port, and the advive he had received from
other States. and also from the Commis-
sioner for lhe Wheat Belt. I would like io
point out that when the hon. member was
Minisler for Lands he wanfed to exaet a
anaraniee of al least 10,000 head of lambs
before he would entertain 1he idea of
establishing freezing works. 1t is only
right that we should be fair in these
things, and have the matter properly
placed before the Ilouse. 1 regret very
much that (he hon. member for Greenough
(AMr. Nanson) wns so sensitive in regard
te what T snid, and that he thoughi T had
in mind any notion of party poelilics in
connection with this matter. When mov-
inz the molion, fhat was the thing fur-
thest from my mind,

Mr. Nanson: But you blamed the Inte
Government.

Mr. DOOLEY: T referred to previous
Administrations. T made no reference
to the immedialely preceding Government,
and L want o say that the hon. member’s
elerlorate has just as mueh to gain from
this proposition as wine has. Tn fact,
the direct gain to his clectorate would be
greater, and T really thought he would
have overlooked any error in expression
whicl: had crept into my remarks and
would have supported me more strongly
than le did,  The hon, member seenied
to stress very greatly the statement I
made that Geraldton was to-day a back
number, but T think that anyone who read
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my remarks, or heard me speaking, conld
cotue to no vther conelusion than that T
was speaking comparatively. In opening
my remarks I said that T was going to be
slightly discursive in outlining the early
hislory of Geraldton, and I pointed out
that in itz early davs Gervaldion ranked
almost equal with the metropolitan dis-
triet itseif. It then fell, comparatively
speaking. from that position, and other
districls forged ahead of it.  The place is
certainly moving at a very rapid rate lo-
daxy. bul still. liad other Administrations—
I am nil referrine io the immediately pre-
vious Adwministration, bat to all Govern-
menls for 20 vears back—kept abreast
of the times and done a fair thing {ov
Geraldton. the iown and distriel would be
very much further ahend than they are
to-day. T think the hon. member was
anfair in layving stress upon those 1e-
marks. and not adducing stronger argu-
menis in support of the motion.

Mr. Green: The fact that you bronght
ap the motion shows that you are layal
to Gevaidton.

Me. DOOLEY : T thought the place waa
not getting the deal it should gel, and 1
wunt {0 =ee it brouglt up to the posiiien
that its importance demands. In con-
neclion wilh my statewment that previous
Admimisirations had not been ceonsiderate
to Geraldion, the member for Greenough
mentioned the resumption of pastoral
leases, but every one knows that the For-
rest Government fought against those re-
sumptions in season and out of seasou.
Referenee was made alse fo the atiitude
of Mp, Teew and the Geraldion Fepress,
but it must he well-known that that jour-
nal fonghl for most of the time single-
handed in advocating the resumption of
those pasltoral leases. The continunal bat-
tering hy that paper—and T do not wish
to detract from the efforts of the member
for QGreenough also in thal direetion—
had its effect in due course, and the pas-
toral leases were resumed and great bene-
fit to Geraldion resulled. The fact of
being practically surrounded by large
squattazes has seriously militated against
the progress of the disirvict. and it was
only about the time when the Labour
pariy firsl came into power in this State
that the repurchase of large estates was
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made 2 Hve guestion and the Government
began to move in the matier. When 1
veferred to the neglect of the previous
Adminisirations, T was alluding more
pavticularly to Geraldton, and I contend
that cven the late {lovernment did not
do all they should have done to help the
district. 1 refer, amongst other thinas,
fo the necessily Lor improved harbour
and shipping accommodation.

My, SPEAKER: The hon. member can-
not discuss that just now.

Mr, DOOLEY: This subject has been
mentioned hy a previous speaker and has
a mat-rial bearing on what [ havealready
said.

Mr. SPEARKER: The hon. member’s
moiion inakes no reference to lharbour
works at all.

Mr, DOOLEY: In dealing with my
statement that previous Administrations
had not treated Geraldion propetly, one
speaker maidle reference 1o the works that
Liad been earried out. However, as I am
not alloweld v reply fo that statement, T
want only to say that the hon. member for
Greenongh would have been betler em-
ployed, in my opinion, in addueing
stronger argumenis and more data in
support of the wotion instead of en-
deavouring to find fault, not so much
with the matter of the motion as with the
manner in whieh T presented if. As the
Standing Orders will nol permit me to
reply to eertain vemarks (hat lLave been
made, [ do ant desire to say anything
further. hevond expressing the hope that
the Mimler will see that there is a neces-
sity for eouzlructing these abaltoirs at
once,

Amendment put and a division taken
wiil the fellowing resalt:—-

Aves .. .. .. o021
Noes .. . . .. 15
Majority for .. .. @
Avrs,
Mr. Angwin Mr. Munsie
Mr. Uath “ir. O’Loghlen
Mr. Carpenter M. Feaddan
Mr. Colller Mr. 0. J. Stubbs
Mr. Dwyer Mr. fwan
Mr. Hudson Mr. Thomas
Mr. Johnvon . Mr., Turvey
Mr. Johnston Mr. Walker
Mr. McDonald Mr. A. A. Wilson
Mr, AMeDowall .+ Mr. Heltmann

Mr. Mullany (Teller),
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Noks.
Mr. Broun Mr. Monger
Mr. Dooley Mr, Moore
Mr. Gill Mr, Nanson,
Mr. Green AMr. 8. Stubbs
Mr. Harper Mr. Taylor
Mr. Leflroy Mr. F. Wilsonu
Mr. Lewis Mr. Male
Mr. Mtichell (Fellery.

Amendment thus passed.
Question as amended punt and passed.

BILL—MONEY LENDERS.
Second Keading.

Debale vesumed Erom the 16th Octoher.

Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northam): The
member for Perili, Mr, Dwyer, must he
congratulated for bringing down this Bill
providing that persons who desire to lend
money should charge only a fair rate
of interesf. OF course there are oceasions
when it pays a man to pay a high rate
of interest for meney. 1 remember one
ease where a man horrowel a sum of
money and agreed to pay seven per rcenf.
on double the amount he borrowed, and
that man made a forfune. The Bill pro-
videz that more than ten per cent. may
be charged, but it is also provided that
the eonrt may direct that not more than
ten per cent. shall be paid. The hon. mem-
ber has in view people who go to money
lenders in Perth and borrow small sums
of money al a high rate of interest, and
who are charged enovmous rates of inter-
est in order that the accommodalion may
be extended. 1 am entirely with the hon.
member in regard to Lhat aspect of the
_ question. The hon. member alse proposes
that the name of every money lender shall
be disclosed. As money lenders {rade
under various mames, and ihe identical
name of the actual money lender is often
hidden, I think the provision in this re-
gard is alse a good one. The hon. mewn-
ber has made it clear lhat he does not
wish the provisions of the Bill to apply
to the banks or to people who carry an
business under any Act of Parliament or
to pawnbrokers. I have an amendment
which I shall move; I have discnssed it
with the hon. member; it will relieve
executive companies in a similar manner.
The measure seens to be an excellent one,

and seems fo have been wisely thonght
ont, and 1 think it provides all that is
necessary with the exeeption of the ameui-
ment I have just mentioned. T suppor
the Bill. T hope that it will become law,
and further than (hat, T hope that Minis-
ters will see that iis provisions are en-
foreed.

Quesition pul and passed.

Bill read a second time.

Inw Commiliee.

AMr. Holman in the Chair, Mr. Dwyer
in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1, 2Z—agreed fo.

Clause 3—Definition of “money lender”:

Hon. J, MTTCHELL moved an amend-
ment—

That the following be inserted to
stand as paragraph {e) —"“:Any incor-
poraled company performing and dis-
charging the ncts and duties of an
execulor, administralor, lrustee, atfor-
ney, or agent under power and awutho-
rity in that behalf conferred upon i
by Aet of Parliqment.”

The membher for Perth had no ohjeetion
to lhis.

Mr. DWYER: As a matter of fact, a
company incorporaled for the purpose
mentioned by the hon. member would be
included in paragraph {d), bui as there
was no desire to militate against the easy
passage of the Bill he accepted the amend-
ment, esrecially as pawnbrokers had heen
exempied.

Amendment passed,
amended agreed to.

Clause 4—agreed to.

Clause H—Tegisiration of restrictions
on money lenders:

My, CARPENTER : Persons often lent
motitey whieh was not their own. Would
thic elause require (he name of Lhe actual
owner of the money to be registered, or
only the name of the person actually lend-
ing the money?

the clause as

Mr. DWYER: It was nol intended
that a person by employing an agent
eonld use the latter .as a eloak 1o
lend money at an exorbiant rate of

interest and appear before society as not
being a money lender or as not taking
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part in money lending. Though he em-
ployed an agent, ke must register, other-
wise he was liable to a penaliy.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 6, 7—agreed to.

Clause 8—When rate of interest nat
per annum wmore than ten per eent. not
to be recoverable, elcetera:

Mr. GREEN: Would (he Bill still
allow, as apparently was intended in this
clause, people to lend money to civil ser-
vants at exorbitant rates of inlerest? If
that was so, the utility of the Bill was
absolutelv worthless {o deal with matters
of that kind.

Alr. DWYER : The objeet of the Bill
was that when a rate of interest was
exorbitant, and action was taken to re-
cover the interest or the prineipal, the
Judge of the eonrl would consider all the
cireumsiances of the case and, having in
view the risk the lender had taken, would
say whether ov not the transaction was
reasonable and fair. If it was so then
the plaintiff would get judment; if, on
the otlrer hand, in the judge’s opinion, it
was not a fair transaction, the money
lender would nolt he able to recover.
Clanuse 8 requived that in the case of a
persen lending, =av, £3. for a month and
wriling out a promizrory note for £6—
which would represent 120 pev cent. per
annum—the contraet should set out the
full rate of interest per annnm, or else
the total amount to be paid. If this were
not done the lender would not be able
to recover. The clanse was dealing only
with the manner in whieh the contract
must he made out. Ewen if the conlraect
were made in acenrdance with the ¢lause.
thal would not relieve the money lender
from lis liability in the event of the
indge considering that more than a fair
amonnt of interest had been charged.

Mr. AREFEN: Could not the member
for Terth ser his way clear to insert a
elause limilinge the vate of interest? The
prineiple  obtained in several of the
United States, and had worked hencfici-
allv. T.ais of illiterate people borrowed
money from money lenders at exorbit-
ant rates of interest,

Mr. DWYER : To limit the rate of
interest which might he charged would
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be to rend the cure as bad, if not worse
than, the discase. There were circum-
stanees when the risk ealled for a large
rate of interest. He would prefer to
leave the matter to the finding of the
court. Tf a man took a big risk in lend-
ing money he was entitled to a larger
rate of interest than he otherwise would
require. If such a provision as that sug-
zosted hy the hon. member were to be
inserted tiie man badly in need of money
might be unable to obtain it.  There
should he no attempt to interfere with
the freedom of contraet.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 9, 10—agreed to.

Clanse 11—How loan te he made :

Afv. CARPENTER : The clause was o
little drastie, and it was not ai all certain
that it would be operative even if agreed
to. Tt provided that in the case of a
man ohtaining a loan there should be no
deduction made from the amount of the
Isan for the first quarter’s rent. He
could nof understand that a simple pro-
peosition of that sort should be prevented
by law. Tl was somelines a convenience
to the borrawer to pay his frst quarter’s
interest from the actnal money received
as a loan. Sarely lhere was nothing very
wicked about thal. FEwven if ihe clause
were to pass in ils present form it was
donbtful whether it eould he enforeed.
We shonld not attempt te devise re-
striclions whieh would not hold, even if
aoreed lo. Ile would vote against the
clanse.

Mr. DWYER : Tn the first place any
anwount charged for discounting a pro-
missary note would be bevond the pur-
view of the elause. The position taken
up by Mr. Carpenter was nltogether un-
tenable. Indeed there was a strong ele-
went of fraud in the proposition. 1f a
man borrowed £100 and had to pay ten
per cent. or twenty per cent. and was
tald that he must pay it down now, the
man did it heeanse he was forced to bor-
row. and eould not get the money on any
other terms than that of interest in ad-
vance. As a matter of fact the interest
was not dae until the end of the quarter,
ot kalf vear. as the ease might be. Why,
then, should it he paid to the money
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lender in advance? To strike out the
clanse would be to throw opportunities
in the way of money lenders fo say to
a borrower, ‘‘Now give me back £20 of
thit money by way of interest.”’

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr, DWYER: Before tea he was de-
fending Clause 11. Frequently reductions
which were quite illegal were made from
foans by uaserupulous persons, Some-
times, in order to come within the pur-
view of the law, the lender handed over
the money and requested the return of a
portion of it immediately. The clause
provided that loans should be handed
over in full, and nothing could be de-
ducted by way of interest or otherwise.
It interest was payable, it would be pay-
able in aceordance with the contract, and
in no other way.

Claunse put and passed.

Clanse 12—agreed to.

New elnuse—Prolibition on earrying on
business as a “bank”:

Mr, DWYER moved—

That the follouing be added to stand
as Clause 8:-—{1.) No person shall e
registered as a money lender under any
name including the word “bank,” or
under any name implying that he carries
on banking business. (2.) If a money
lender in the course of carrying on the
money-lending business issues or pub-
lishes or causes to be issued or pu'-
lished any circular, notice, advertisé-
ment, lelier, account, or statement of
any kind containing erpressions whick
might reasonably be held to imply thut
he carries on banking business, he shail
be liable on summary conviction to the
like penalties as if he had failed 1Io
comply with Section § of this Al
Yew clause put and passed.
Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments.

BILL—GAME.

Order of the day for the resnmption
of the debate on the second reading from
16tk Oeclober read.

Quesiion put and passed.

Bill read a seeond time.
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In Committee,

Mr. Holman in the Chair; the Hon.
H. B. Lefroy in charge of the Bill,

Clanses 1, 2, 3—agread to.

Clanse 4—Interpretation:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Light
should be given on the definition of
“guardian.” Was it intended that the
service should be voluntary?

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: The intention
was that the appointments should be
honorary. Gentlemen in certain distriets
took an interest in these matiers, and
might allow themselves to be appointed
as guardians. Perhaps police constables
might, in some instances, be entrusted
with the duties,

Clanse put and passed.

Clanse 5—agreed to.

Clause 6—Power to Governor to pro-
claim (a} Close season for native game;
(b) Reserves; (¢) What game to be
strietly preserved:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Tha
clause empowered the Governmor to de-
elare a close season throughout the State,
or in one or more districts. Who was to
see that the provisions of the measure
were earried out?

Hon, H. B, LEFROY: The Bill pro-
vided that there should be a Minister in
eharze of the administration.

The Attornev (General: That is not
enough.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: And the Minis-
ter would ask for a proclamation declar-
ing a close season for any partieular
game in certain districts,

The Attorney General: Officers are ap-
pointed to administer all Acts.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: This Bill re-
pealed four other Aets, and those Acts
provided that the Minister should be
charged with the administration just as
the Bill did.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If this
was a substitution of an Aet or Acts
then the expense of administering it
would be borne by the State. If we were
to utilise officers of the State for the ecar-
rying ount of the present game laws then
the Bill onght to have been introduced
by Message and ought not to have origin-
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ated in the Legislative Couneil. The Bill
mvolved an expense to the State to carry
out its provisions and it was to that
extent a money Bill becaunse it was a
charze on the taxpayer.

Hon. J. Mitchell: This is only amendd-
ing an Aect.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It was
more than an amendmeut of an Aet, it
wns o substitution, it was a repeal of
other laws. We could not carry out this
Rill without the payment of men to earry
it oub.

Hon. ™. B. Lefroy: There is no pro-
vision for the expenditure of money.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: But it
would entail the expenditure of money,
and it could not be carried out without
the expenditure of money.

Hon. H. B, LEFROY: The previons
Game Art was earried out withoui the ex-
penditure of money. The police had al-
ways performed the duties required nnder
those Acts, and the same thing would
apply under this measure. The Bill dealt
with the expenditure of mouey in this re-
speet, In that it provided for fines and
penalties, porlions of which were fo be
handed over to the Acclimatisation Soci-
ety. There wns n Message from the Gov-
ernor at the present time in the House,
but it had nat vet been handed to the
Speaker. This Message wag in regard to
Clause 24 which was in the Bill, hut had
not been considered by the Legislalive
Couneil. Sp far as the ordinary machin-
ery of the Bill was concerned it was not
contemplated that there should be any
more expense than there was under the
game laws which were repealed by the
RBil.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It was
true that he had in his possession a Mes-
sage covering this Bill, but he had not
placed it in the Speaker’s hands bhecause
when the Committee reached Clanse 24
he would take the opportunity of asking
the Committee to report progress in ovder
that that Messsage might be placed be-
fore the Speaker. He was going to ask
members to eliminate Clanse 24 becanse it
was altogether premature in a measure of
this kind to eommit the Commitiee fo a
definite sum for the administration of the
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measure. Al the present lime provision
for the work of the Aecclimatisation So-
clety was made by a definite sun in the
shape of a vote of £200 on the Estimates.

Mr, Taylor: It does noi go very far.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Government were dealing with the Ae-
climalisation  Society generously when
they provided that sum.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Clause
24 had been passed and the attention of
the Legislative Assembly was drawn to it
by ifs being printed in italies, and although
it had been passed by the Legislative
Council it was parl and parveel of the Bill.

Hon, H. B. Lefroy: That clause Las
not been passed.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : This
was a mere evasion of our Standing Or-
ders and our constilutional prineiples, and
he was enfering a protest against this
form of legislation whieh it would be
possible te infroduee in a money Bill in
the Upper House by announcing there
that the Bill would be submibied after-
wards to the Legislative Assembly with
the money elauses printed m italics. The
partienlar elause printed in italics was
perbhaps considered by the anthor of the
Bill as the very vitality of the Bill, and
that was why he (the Attorney General}
raised the question that a Bill with the
provisions which were contained in this
measure coukl not be earried out withount
the ineurring of considerable expense, and
without this clanse, if it were eliminaled
afterwards, the Bill would be practically
useless. He submitled that the Bill earried
upon the face of it the expenditure of
public money. Tt could not go on without
it. The Bill would eall upon the energies
of the men already employed in 1he State,
and when those men were working upon
1his Rill they wonld be using Government
moneys in order to earry out the provi-
sions of the measure.

Hon. J. Mitchell: That applies to every
Aet.

The ATTORNEY GENFERAL: That
was not correct. This A¢t must have men
attending to it personally.

Me. Tavlor: Every Act of Parliament
needs administration.



[30 Ocroser, 1912.]

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: But
not the expenditure of money on the em-
ployment of men as this Bill did. Apart
from =imple measures which provided
penalties Tor vielation of their provisions,
this Till necessitated the employment by
the Government of men to be in attend-
ance and devote their time to the adminis-
tration of this meassure; therefore, it
was a noney Bill.  The hon., member who
in{voduced the measure in another place
was cocnisant of that fact, as was shown
by the form in whiel Clause 24 appeared.
The clause was supposed not to be in the
Bill, but that supposition was only in
order to get the Bill through the Tpper
House in spite of the Constitution. The
measure should have originated in this
Chamber and should have been covered
by Message; in faet, the hon. member in
charee of the Bill adnntted that there was
already in the hands of a Minister a Mes-
sage which wonld he snhmitied in proper
time.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY : Stauding Or-
der 309 applied to the queslion raised by
the Attorney General—

With respect to any Bill hrought to
the House from the Legislative Couneil
or returned hy the Legislative Couneil
to the Honse, with amendments, where-
by any pecuniary penally, forfeiture, or
fee shall be authorised, imposed, appro-
priated, regulated, varied or extin-
zuished, the House will not insist on its
privileges in the following cases:—1.
When the object of such pecuniary pen-
alty or forfeitnre is to seenre the execu-
tion of the Aet, ov the punishment o
prevention of offences. 2. Where such
fees are imposed in respeet of benefit
laken or service rendered under the
Act. and in order to the execution of
ilte Act, and are not made payable into
the Treasury,or in aid of the publie
revenue. and do not form the ground of
public aecounting by the parties re-
ceiving the same either in respect of
deficit or surplus. 3, When such Bill
shall be a privaie Bill for a loeal or
personal Act.

The Rill only provided that certain fees
should he charged and appropriated for
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the carrying cut of the Aet. The At-
torney Clevneral was dealing with the Bill
as a whole when he maintained that the
measure should have been introduced in
the Assembly by Message from the Gov-
ernor.  That course was not necessary.
The course adopled was perfectly in ae-
cordance with the Standing Orders, but
it wonld not have heen eorrect if Clause
24 had been passed by the Couneil in the
first instance. Ti was the practice that
where a Bill was introduced in the Legis-
lative Couneil which made an appropria-
tion of public funds, the clause making
that appropriation should remain blank
and not be dealt with until the Bill
reached the Assembly, when a Message
from the Governor was brought down.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
member for Northam (Flon. J. Mitchell)
when Minister for Lands introdueed g
Game Bill on all-fours with this and that
Bill was infroduced by Message, He was
proieshing against the dangerous prece-
dent involved in this measare, and he had
made a similar protest when sitting in
Opposition. He was aware that the
amendment of the Constitution Aet had
given the Upper Chamber power to make
suggestions in regard to money clauses.
He had contended then, and he ecoutended
now, that even that amendment was a
violation of the privileges of this House
as laid down in the Constitution. He was
again formally protesting against what he
called n side way of getting money Bills
introduced in another Chamber and with-
out a Message.

Clanse put and passed.

Clauses 7, 8, 9—agreed to.

Clause 10—License to sell game:

Mr. MeDONALD: Shortly after Lhe
commencement of this session the member
for Roebourne (Mr. Gardiner) had asked
a nquestion as to the prosecntion of abori-
gines for having been found killinz pame
in eertain watercourses in the disiriet of
Roebourne. Tt was not by any means an
unnsual thing for natives to go ont
to kill game for their own purposes,
or for other persons who might em-
ploy them without pavine a licensze.
Sowme time ago a eomplaint had
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been made to an assoeiation of which ne
was a member that although the members
of that association held licenses for killing
kangaroos as a means of livelihood, they
were yet debarred from entering on cer-
tain pastoral stations under a previous
Act or regulation. At the same time com-
plaints had come to hand that aborigines
had been employed by the holder of the
areas in at least two instances to kill game,
and no license had been paid by those
owners. The idea was that the patives
in their lusi to kill would destroy more
game than was necessary for their own
requirements, and the skins wvould then be
sold by the owners of the station for their
own profit and to the detriment of the
men who paid licenses and depended on
kangarooing for their livelihood. Ile
would like to see those anomalies rectified,
and proteclion given to those who paid
licenses. In the event of the hon. member
in charge of the Bill not being able lo
make clear to-night what he was prepared
to do in this direetion, it would be well io
report progress so that the matter eould
be given further consideration.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: There was no
necessity to report progress. The clanse
simply stated that no person should sell
or take or kill for the purpose of selling
any nalive game and dispose of it for
gain, but it did not prevent natives killing
kangaroos for their own use. If, how-
ever, a person employed natives withont
a license to destroy game which he was
afterwards going to sell, he would become
liable under the Aet.

Clanse put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes 13
Noes 20
Majority againsg 7
AYES.
Mr. Alien i Mr, Lefroy
Mr, Bath Air. Mitchell
Mr. Broun Mr. Monger
Mr. Collier Mr. Taylor ’
Mr, Harper Mr., V. Wilson
Mr. Heitmann Mr. Male
Mr. Johnson (Teller),
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NoEka.,
Mr. Angwin Mr. McDowall
Mr. Carpenter Mr. Munsle !
Mr. Dooley Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Dwyer Mr. Swan
Mr. Faley Mr. Thoinas
Mr. Gardiner Mr, Turvey
Mr. Green Mr. Walker
Mr. Hudson Mr. A. A, Wilson
Mr. Lander Mr. Mullany
Mr. Lewls { Teller).
Mr. MeDonald

Clauge thus negatived.

Mr. McDONALD: In view of the
division progress should be reporied. He
moved—

That proyress be reported.

Motion put and a division taken with

the following result—

Ayes . . o4
Noes .. .. .. 18
Majority against o4
AYES.
Mr. Apgwin Mr: Lewis
Mr. Dooley Alr. McDoneld
Mr. Dwyer Mr. Mullany
Mr. Foley Mr. Munsle
Mr. Gardiner Mr. A. A. Wilson
Mr, Green Mr. Carpenter
Mr. Hudson (Teller).
Mr. Lander
Nogs.

Mr. Allen Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Bath Mr., Swap
Mr. Broun Mr. Taylor
Mr. Coliier Mr. Thomas
Mr. Harper Mr. Turvey
Mr. Johnsan Mr. Walker
Mr. Lefroy Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. MeDowall Mr. Male

Mr. Mitchell (Teller)

Mr. Monger

Motion thus negaiived.
Clanse 1l—agreed to,

Clause 12—Persons offending against
this Aect to give name and address and
deliver up game, etcetera:

Mr. MALE: It was provided that an
offender’s name and address must be
given to any person who might demand
it. It was too much power to give to any
person.

Mr. LANDER: Tt might be a black
gin who came along and demanded a per-
son’s name and address.  Practieally it
was the power fo arrest that was given
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by a clause in a recent Bill to recognised
inspeciors. On that occasion members re-
jected the provision. This elavse should
go out for the same reason.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: There was
nothing novel in the clause. It was the
provision in the (tame Act and was not
found to work detvimentally. It was
wise to allow any person to take an in-
terest in the profection of native fauna
and be a gwuardian. Hon. members might
well allow the elause to remain as it was
printed.

My, DWYER: The objection raised
by the member for Kimberley (Mr.
Male) wonld disappedt if the hon. mem-
ber would read the tirst line of the clanse,
Tt was not a ease of any person demand-
ing certain things from another person.
Tt was not even a ease of a person who
fonnd game in the possession of another
person demanding certain things. It was
a case of a person offending against fhe
provisions of the measure.

Mr, Tludson: Whoe is to determive
whether it is really an offence?

Mr. DWYER: Tf the person who iu-
terfered took action against another who
had not really offended against the mea-
sure the prosecutor would have to ae-
cept the responsibility. The main point
wans that a person must be found offend-
ing ngainst the measure before anyhody
else could make the demands mentioned
in the elanse.

Mr. TIHOMAS: It was a very wide
definition. Tt might bappen that in ilie
Christmas season a man would go ont
and have the hick to shoot a decent
turkey, and on returning would be aec-
costed hy another individual who woull
demand both the turkev and the gun.
By the time the case reached the court
the turkey would have heen consumed,
and its original owner left lamenting.
Such a joke might develop mto a habit
with some people,

Mr. Dwyer: They would have to pay
heavily for tiie joke.

Mr, THHOMAS: Bnt it might be a
very difficult matter subsequently to
ideniify the individual who had got away
with the turkey. Certainly some provision
ought to be inserted giving a slight pro-
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tection to (be individual in original pos-
session of the game.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Al
though it might seem drastie, the clause
was altogether inudeqnate (o proteet our
nalive game, particularly the native bird
life mentioned in the Second Schedule.
Althongh frequent comment was made on
the searveity of bird life in Western Aus-
{ralia there was still to he found those
who regarded it as something in the
nature of a sporting aflerncon to go out
and shoot indiseriminately as many speei-
mens as possibie of the few varieties of
bird life whiclk we had. On his own
selection at Tammin he had, on occasions,
warned off the premises people who had
come out deliberately on Saturday after
noon to shoot indiseriminately parrots,
magpies, and the few birds that had hap-
penerd to congregale on the plave. Un-
less we could aronsc inferest aud at the
same time provide some means by which
such people could he brought to hook it
was to be feared thal the measure would
have very little effect. Fle hoped that
some dav we should have in Western
Australin - some organisation  like (he
Gonld society of New South Wales and
Vietorin. the ‘object of which was to in-
culeate, not only in adult people, but in
children in the schools. a desire to pro-
tert the native bird life. TUnder these
eircumstances, alfhongh the provision
might appear to be drvastic, it was en-
tirely warranted by the object songht to.
be secnred.

My, FOLEY: Al hon. members were
sincere in the desire that native pame
shonld he protected. Just the same, no
right thinking man wonld eare to give
to another the privileges provided in the
clause.  Some responsible person should
be given the administering of the Act,
and a staff of inspectors should he pro-
vided.

Mr. LANDER: C(Could it not be pro-
vided [hat police constables or stoek in-
speclors or, indeed. all Government in-

spectors should take the necessary
aetion? Only in this way could the Aet

be properly adminisiered. When it came
to giving every Jack, Tom and Harry the
vight to interpret a breach of the Aet’
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and take boith the turkey and the
it was going a hit over the fence,
was mosl untair.

Mr. DWYER: If the clause were
deleted we would have a small army of
civll servanis specially provided for the
protection of native game, which was im-
possible from all poiuts of view. We
could mnot allain onr object except we
gave to every person the power the clanse
proposed Lo give.

Mr. THOMAS: 1f it was to be under-
stood that the proposed Act could not
he administered nnless we gave the power
to every irresponsible person to arrest
others upou the shallowest of pretexis,
then the conntry would he as well with-
out the measure. Who was to be a judge
of the offence ngainst the Aet? Presum-
ably the irresponsible individual who
came along and demanded the turkey.
Any person in the community could he
acecosted by another, and if the one who
aceosted happened to be the bigger man
then the man with the turkey would sns-
tain a loss every time. Tt appeared to
be legislation run mad. Under it a man’s
liberty would not be safe, and even the
hon, member i charge of the Rill might
be walking home with a brace of ducks
and be apprehended by some vagabond
who had a political grudoe against him.
The proposition was ahsurd.

Mr. MeDOWALL: The protection of
native game was a2 duly we owed to onr
eountry. Tt was nonsense to say that the
whole of the community would he turned
into a body of amatenr police. Surely
there was notlung dreadful in the pro-
posal if people were gunilty of this kind of
murder which denuded the Siate of its
game. Certain things must be taken for
granted in every Act of Parliament. If
a person ignorant of the law shoi a
turkey, no one supposed that he would be
severely punished. As one who helieved
in the preservation of native game. he
supported the eclanse, and would like 10
see 1t go further. No effort conld be too
greal to preserve the native game of fhe
country,

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: Whilst he wrs
eatisfied members desived to protect the
bird and animal life of the eountry, he

gun
and
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would like thew to take the measure ser -
ously. The clause provided that uo one
could be inferfered with unless he wns
offending against the law. Tt was the
duty of every member of the communi'y
to know the close season. People should
be made to thoroughly renlise the necessity
for protecting the bird and animal life,
and preveniing the voung people from
developing a spirit of vandalism; other-
wise onr pame wonld he exferminated.
This provision had heen in existence lor
years, nnd it was desirable that it should
he continued. The people should he en-
eouraged to (ake an interest in the hivd
and animal life, and they should have
power to prevenl depredaiions wherever
possihle.

Mr. ALLEN: Oppouents of the clanse
had presented extreme cases which were
hardly likely to arise. 1t was unlikoly
that anyone would bail up his fellow nnin,
and go to the extreme, if he refused to
give his name and surrvender his bivd and
eun, of arrvesting bim. ‘The member for
Perth bad shown the safety of the clause.
A person had to be found offending.

A, Turvey: It will give Lhe power fo
detwin a person who attempls to oifemni.

A, ALLEN: It would be safe 10 puss
the elause which had been the law for a
long time.

My, Dwver: It has heen the law since
18492, and there have heen no eomplaints,

Mr., CARPENTER: The rvemarks of
the member for West Perth (Alr. Allen)
convineed him of the neecessity for modi-
fving the elause. Thal member admitied
it would be sufficient if an offender was
suspected. Was it n=ual that any person,
anthorised or unauthorised, could arvest
anothier on suspicion? The average citizen
would not be too eager to make himself
ohjectionable by trying to arrest another.

Mr. Thomas: If he was vindictive he
miglht.

My, CARPENTEL @ The clause wonld
give power which should not he given,
Objections mighl be removed il the per-
sons who exercised the power were speci-
fiedd, ns jusiices, constables, or guardians,

Mr. Dwyer :
law at all.

Yon may as well have no
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Mr. CARPENTER : Ample protec-
tion would be given if his suggestion was
adopied. He moved an amendment—

That “person” in line 4 be struck
aut and the words “justice, conmstable,
ur yuardian” inserted in leu.

My, MALE @ The clause was import-
ant, but the member for Perth struck
the point when he said that what was
everyhody’s business was nobody’s busi-
ne-s. Apparently the provision had been
ineffective, as it had had the foree of
law for vears, and still our birds and
animals were diminishing in number, If
the duties ware undertaken by eertain
individuals, better resnlts would be
achieved. [t was doubiful whether the
memher in charge of the Bill eould show
that one prosecation had resulted under
the present law. Fhat wight be an az-
gument that the clause would do no haim,
but we required a clause that would do
some good. Tt wns desired that the
game should be preserved, and by giving
the duties to pariicular people that end
would be gained.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: : The ¢lause might
be worded to give even wider powers than
would be provided even by the amend-
ment. Landowners might alse be in-
cluded. Unless the elause was amended
a tramp might come along and demand
a man’s gun. The section simitar to this
elavse, in the existing Act, had not heen
put inte operation hecause no one had
Jknown of its exislence. As it was it went
ton far, and should ecertainly be amended.

Mr. TAYLOR : The éelause would re-
ceive his support. It might appear to be
drastie, hut there was nothing, in his
opinion, too drastie where il eoncerned
the protection of native game. Fle had
seen ganme ruthlessly destroved not only
in this State but in the States of New
South Wales and Quecnsland, many years
ago. and the elause which gave power to
any person who was satisfied that another
had offended to hring that person to book
did not go too Tar. There was great
necessity to protect the native game in
Western Anstralia, and the Committee
should pass the clanse as it stood.

Mr. THOMAS : The childlike helief
the member for Monnt Margaret had in
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human nature was to be admired. Whe
was to decide whether a person had heen
offending against Lie measure 7

My, Taylor : The eourt.

Mr. THOMAS : One man apparently
would be locked up and the other man
would be free, and when evidence came to
be taken it woulid be a question whether
the other man could be found or not. He
was acinated by the saume desire as olher
hon, members tor the protection of game,
but it should he done in a eommonsense
fashion. Suppose vne unforlnnate poacher
had not sueeeeded in getting any game
and he discovered a more fortunaie in-
dividunl reftwrning home with a fair
sapply, he could thereupon arvest that
persan 1f the latter did uot divide the
spoil, The ohject of the Bill, it seemed fo
him, was to create eriminals, and alto-
gether it would bring about an undesir-
able eondition of affairs. If a man shot
a quail in (he elose season he could be
arrested, hat if a reputable citizen found
a scoundrel bealing his wife lhe counld
net do anvthing, vwuiless he interfered at
the risk of getting a hiding.

My, MeDOWALTL: An amendment had
heen moved to strike cut the word Fper-
son’’ with a view to inserting other
wards: was the hon. member in order in
going outside of that ?

The CHATRMAN :
wis not in order.

Mr. THOMAS : What he was en-
deavouring to prove was that it was de-
sirable to amend the clause. If we were
going to leave the clanse as it was we
should make some provision for every
other kind of offence thai was committed
against hwan beings. We were going
to extremes for the proteetion of hirds
that we would aot go to for the protec-
tion of haman life.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY : The member
for Bunhury pointed ont that this weuld
create a new class of eriminal, but the
hon. member might he informed that it
was the law at the present time. and
where were the eriminals which had heen
ereated under it ¢ He denied that we
ware golng to extremes. The fact of the
matter was that governments in the past
had not taken sufficient interest in this

The hon. member
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subject, and the police had not been en-
couraged to see that the Act was earried
out. If the Bill did not go through
the Act of 1892 would remain in foree
with the section of which Clause 12 was
a copy, with the exception, of course,
of the word *‘guardian’?’ which had been
added in the Bill. Personally he eould
see no objection to the clause as it stood.
No doubl it was taken from a Game Act
in some other State.

The Minister for Mines: It has been
40 years in existence in Vietoria.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: Ii would be a
pity to have the clause interfered with.

Mr. LANDER : The clause was a dan-
gerous one; often it was very hard to
detect who was destroying game, and if
a person had a set on another he would
accuse him of having offended against
this measure. The reason why the police
constables did not carry out the law in
this respect was that they got no support
when they came before magistrates, They
might bring a man in 40 miles and the
court would only fine him sixpence.

Mr. Allen: Do yon know of any such
case under ihe Act?

Mr. LANDER : Such cases had oceurred
in regard to the game laws and other
Acts.  The jusiices would not support
the police officers. No one was more in
favour of protecting native game than
he was, but he did not helieve in giviog
every Tom, Dick, and Harry power to
arrest any person who came along.

Amendment pof and negatived.

Clanse put and passed.

Clauges 13 to 23—agreed to.

The CHAIRMAN: Clanse 24 was
in erased type and it would have to be
moved as a new clause; that could not be
dove without a Message from the Gover-
nor. The clanse was not at present hefore
the Committee.

I’rogress reported.

BILT—TIMBER LINES TRAFFIC,
Second Reading.

TDehate resumed from the 16th Oectober.
Ion. J, MITCHELL (Northam) : This
is only a very small ineasure. Under the
Land Aelt any person holding a timber
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permit may construet a railway or tram-
way for the purposes of his business,
bnt it is provided that the Governer may
make conditions compelling the owner
of such railway or tramway to carry
passengers and goods. Under most per-
mits that have been issued these con-
ditions have not been enforeed. The mem-
her for Forrest (Mr. O’Loghlen) says that
hardship has been oceasioned in conse-
¢quence of this omission, and so he has
bronght down a Bill whieh will make it
necessary for all persons who own f{ram-
ways or railways connected with the Gov-
ernment railway system to carry passen-
gers and goods. 1 do not know that very
much hardship will be occasioned by the
passing of this measure, but I think it
right to point out that a timber tramway
may he put in for the purposes of a
timher company, and under this Bill it
will he necessary for the company to pro-
vide trucks for the earriage of a farmer’s
produee. It may be that he will have a
fairly large quantity of hay or wheat,
and the eompany will be required to pro-
vide facilities for the handling of those
roods just as the Government do on their
rallwayvs. It will also Dbe necessary for
the company to earry passengers at the
company’s risk; that jis, the company
will take exactly fhe same risk as the
Government, and they will not carry pas-
sengers in ordinary trueks but will be re-
quired to provide covered vans. This
may ciuse the companies extra expense,
especially where the tramway is only a
few miles in length. It is further pro-
vided (hat the fares charged on these
tramways shall be at the same rate as
those on Government railways., I doubt
if thal is not asking a little too much.
T helieve that the fares now charged are
fairly moderate, but still higher than the
Governmient fares, but when we remember
that it is not part of the original inten-
tion of the tramway builder to carry pas-
sengers and goods, be should reeeive some
eonsideration from the Honse when fixing
the rates that he may charge. The traffic
cannot be nearly as clieaply or economi-
cally handled on these private lines as on
the CGovernment system. I understand
that soine companies do all that is neces-
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sary at the present time, but in some
cases the conveniences which the settlers
think they are entitled to ave not pro-
vided. In this connection, the member
for Forrest urges that Government lines
have not been inid down in many places
because timber lines already exist, and
they shonld provide the conveniences
necessary for the settlers. T should like
to hear what the Minister for Railways
has to say upon the Bill. I confess that
I know little of ile requiremenis of the
seftlers along these timber lines.

The Minister for Mines: They are
mostly in the South-West.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Yes, but some
of them are to be found on the goldfields
and ran for fairly long distances. The
hot. member in charge of the Bill shounld
be ready to give the House every infor-
mation when the Bill gels into Committee.
Very few members bave had mueh exper-
ience of these private tramways, and it
may be possible that in our ignorance
we are doing nore harin than good. 1
hope the measure will be fully discussed,
and if it is proved that harm is being
done it will be our duty {o oppose it. I
do not propose to oppose the second read-
ing, but [ hope that in Committee much
more information will be given than we
have at the present time.

Mr. LANDER (East Perth): I am
going to support this Bill because it is
very necessary. It is like a Dexter cow,
little and good. If the hon. member for
Northam (Hon. J. Mitchell) had much
experience of these timber tramlines he
wouid see the necessity for giving the set-
tlers and their families the right to travel
on these lines and to have their goods
earried to and fro. On some of the lines
no pravision is made at all for the women
to get from the bush into the camps, and
it 15 distressing to see women sifting on a
truck alongside a jarrah log. Some lines
to-day are not as bad as ihey uzed to be,
but in years gone by there were some
very had ones. In reference to goods, it
is practically impossible for 1he em-
plovees in some of the timber areas fo get
any goods from town lest thex should
compete with the mill stores. While (hig
sort of thing continues, it is our duty to
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step in and give those workers the same
rights as we ourselves enjoy. We know
that workers on the mills have to put up
with many things, not only on account of
the charges but also through the way their
stores are thrown ahout. When the mem-
ber for Northam, says it ensts so much
extra 1 say il costs the country very little
exira. The good are put on the train aud
they are carried at the owner’s risk. I
do not see any objection to the Bill going
through, and I hope it will.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Where is the Minister
for Rallways?

Mr. MONGER (York): I have seut
copies of this Bill to two or three of the
principal trading concerns interested in
ihe large private railways, and 1 have
not had. replies {0 my communications,
s0 I would sngges( to the member in charge
of this measure that he should allow it
to stand over wniil the early portion of
next week. There is one company owning
a line of railway that | know has done a
sreat deal of good work in this State for
those who have been settled in close proxi-
mity to the line. When a water famine
was on doring last summer this particnlar
company conveved water free of cost to
those that were requiring it along the line.
T am referring to the Kurrawang line, in
which Mr. Hedges is inferested. They
conveyed not only water free of charge
bot also every othei commodity that the
people along the line required, and they
did it free of cost. I am anxious to get
further and substaniiated statements in
order that I ean bring ihem before the
House to show what a “tervible” man this
Mr, Hedges is, as we have heard lmn des-
eribed by the Premier.

Hon. W, ", Angwin (Honoldn Mim-
ster): Iy he mentioned in ihe Bill 2

Mr. MONGER : This Bill affects Millars
and the Kurrawang company, and other
limber lines. No one knows it betier than
the introducer of the Bill. Having sent
out copies of the Bill to the companies that
are partienlarly concerned, I think T am
only within my righis in asking the iniro-
ducer of the measure to allow a furiher
oppottunity of dealing with the Bill.

Mr. Lander: You ean hang up any Bill
on less than that.
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My, O'Loghlen: The member for Lrwin
sent out copies of the Bill monihs ago,
and there is a special represeniaiive of
these people in the other Chamber in the
shape of Sir Edward Witencom. 1f you
like to stunewall the Bill yvou ean,

Mr. MOXNGER: Lt is certainly a very
short Bitl,

Mr. Heitmann:
thing! )

My, MOXGER : 1t is one of those little
innocent dangerous measures ihat some-
titnes have been placed on our statunte-
book, but we do not knew where they are
going to end. Here is one very innocent
little elause, which sayvs that no action shall
be maintainable by any person against
the owner of a timber line for any canse
arising from the obligation imposed by
thi= weasure unless e aetion is com-
mended within six months after the canse
shall have arisen.

Mre. Dwyer: That is (o profteet your
friends. You have no objection to that?

Mr. MONGER: No. but the next clause
goes on

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon. memher
mnst nol antieipate the Commitiee stage
by discussing the clauses. IHe must dis-
euss the general principles of the Bill.

Mr, MONGER : As far as ¥ ean recol-
lect the mover of the Bill said that these
companies charged higher prices for
stores than {he people living on the lines
were to be supplied with,

Mr. Lander: They rvefuse to carry them
in some inslances. particularly on the Kur-
rawang line.

Mr. MONGER: 1 have guoted the in-
stance where nol only water hul every
other commodiiy was carried on one of
the higgest privatelv-owned lines of rail-
ways ahsolutely free of cosi.

Alr. Muollany: They can slill de that
under this Bill if ihey wish,

My, MOXGER : Arve we 2oing to bring
in this class of harassing legislation io
affect any hig corporation?

My, O'Loghlen: As long as it affeets
the liile man 1 suppose it meets wiih
vour approval?

Mr. MONGER: T am jost as muoeh in
favonr of the little man as the hon. mem-
her.

An innocent looking
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Mr. O'Loghlen: Then show your ap-
proval by supporting the Bill,

Mr. MONGER: If it be suel a good
measure as the hon, member claims, why
wag it not inlroduced by the Government
instead of by a privale member of (heir
party? 1 admit there are many gzood
ideas in the Bill, but why should we have
this thrust upon us at the present momeni,
withoul being given the opportunily of
getting (he information I have sent for
and asked ? And now at the eleventh hour
we are told by the introducer of the meu-
sure lhat lie aud his parviy are going to
foist 11 wn the House.

Mr. Lander: Go to the mills and see
then for yvourself,

Alr. MONGER: [ have seen the timber
mille. 1 have seen as many timber mills
in this Sinte as the hon. member. \Whether
it was because | was personally  well
known I do not know, but whenever [
had oceasion to make a porchase at any
of these limber stutions wheve 1 hear of
this bleeding process (o the poor man be-
ing so frequently introduced, it has been
my pleasnre to buy praelically on the
same hasis as Perth priees.

Mr. Lander: Oh, bunkum'!
wrong.

My, Mullany: You must have been a
friend of the hoss.

Mr. MONGER: 1 can assnre how. mem-
bers that 1 ean go into any store at any
timber mill in Western Australia, or
along auy firewood railway, and buy mast
items ai Perlh prices. As far as the work-
ing waw's commodily is eoncerned, tobacco,
or instances of that sort

My, SPEAKER : The hon. membey must
diseuss the Bill.

My. MONGER: T jhink [ am, The only
note T made on this measure while it was
being  introduced was that stores were
charged for at 27 per cent. above Perth
price, and 1 want to say that so far as
ihie prineipal items that are used are con-
cerned thev ¢an be hought as cheaply on
Ihese timber stations as thev ean in Perth.

Mr. Lander: Thai is incorreet. Tou
have never been there. (ome down with
me and 1 will show voun.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hen. member
must nol interject so frequently.

That is
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Mr. MONGER: I shall be very pleased
to accept that invitation, and we will have
a trip together, and probably while en-
Jjoying the kindly side of the hospiiality
of the timber stations and sefilers, I will
see the unpleasant versions my friend
seems to come in conlact with when he i3
visiting these ouiside portiens of Western
Australia. I hope the hon. member in
charge of the Bill will not try to force
it through to-night.

The MINISTER ¥FOR MINES (Hon.
P. Collier): 1 was not in the Chamber
when the member for Forrest moved the
second reading of this Bill; but as the
member for Northam seems anxious to
learn my views in regard to it, and to
gratify the hon. member, I have no hesita-
tion in giving my hearly approval 1o the
Bill.

Hon, J. Mitelell: T thought you would,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Cer-
tainly. The hon. member knows very well
that on all oceasions | approve of every-
thing that is good. Something of a simi-
lar nature to this Bill should have heen
provided when the permits were originally
granted,

Hon. J. Mitehell: It would have heen
fairer then.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1t
would have bheen, but even at this slage
it is not too late to rectify a wrong. For
many years indeed conditions for (ravel-
ling on these thnber tram lines liave been
of the most primifive nature. I have
travelled on some of the lines in the
South-West in the timber ¢ountry, and the
accommodation provided very often for
women and childeen 15 what cught not
to be provided for the earrvinge of stock.

Mr. Monger: Do they make any
charge?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1 he-
lieve the charge is anvihing up to 50 per
cent, higher than the charge on the Gov-
ernment railways. 1 know it is absolutely
at the option of the eompanies on the
goldfields as to whether they agree to
carry goods or passengers al all, and in
one instance where a new fhl was made
somne 20 or :#0 miles from Kalgoorlie,
where the line was the only method by
which the prospectors, excepl hy using the
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rouds, could get their goods, the company
charged extorlivnate rates for the enrringe
of the goods necessary to enable the
people on this new find to live. Moreover,
in that ecase they could have absolutely
refused to eonrry the goods. That field
was retarded Lo a very great extent, in
fact it was eveniually abandoned, and 1
helieve the lngh charges wmade by that
company had something to do with the
abandonment.

My, Monger: What was the company?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: [t was
not the company in whieh Mr. Hedges
was inierested. T can see no force in the
argument acdvanced by the member for
York for postponing the consideration of
this Bill. e informs the House that
during the dry summer Mr. Hedges car-
ried water awed goods absolulely free of
eost (o all those who required thems. Tn
that case, in the interests of that gentle-
man, the member for York (Mr. Monger)
should welcome the Bill, because withount
laying  lLimself open to the charge of
initiating anything unfair his friend will
in future be able to take advantage of the
provisions of the Bill and charge the rates
charged on the Government railways, 1If
he is to he permitted by Act of Parliament
to charge for goods which hitherto he has
carvied free of cost T eannot see how the
Bill is going to be of a harassing nature
to that gentleman.

Mr. Monger: | do not say if is going
to be harassing.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I think
we may safely leave il Lo those gentlemen
most nterested.  Tmmediately it is an-
nounced by the Press that a measure
affeeting their interests is being intro-
duced thev will look after their own in-
terests and see that the members repre-

senting  them are fully supplied with
information.

Hon, J. Mitchell: The Minister grant-
ing the permit would be (he right man to
approach, '

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Even
if the whole of the timber companies in
the State were to offer the most vigorons
protest 1 would still say the Bill is essen-
tial.  Why should those persons, amd a
fairly large population al that, who have
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to use privately-owned railways in order
to get io and from their places of living,
in many cages 50 or 100 miles from a
Government line, why should they be
placed at a disadvantage in regard to
travelling faeilities or prices charged on
their goods as against those people served
by a Government railway? There is no
reason whatever why those in the timber
districts of the South-West and of the
poldfields should not be provided with the
same facilities as those enjoying the nse
of Government railways. It has been a
negleel for years past, but fortunately it
is not too late for the House to reelify
that neglect. T hope the Bill will he
earried.

Mr. FOLEY (Mount Leonora): When
I first read the Bill I thought every
tramway in the State would come under
its provision, but I find there are at least
sorne wood tramways on the goldfields
which will not come within the scope
of the Bill. There have been for a num-
ber of years tramways carting wood
into the various mines. There is not
ode clause in the Bill which is going
to raise the price of firewood on the
goldfields. We all wish to see that no
additional disadvantages are placed on
the mines. This Bill will have the
effect of giving the men cutting wood
in the bush greater facilities for getting
theic food and stores than they have
at the present tmme. The Bill will
also do a great dear of good, despite
the member for York (Mr. Monger)
who makes out that the gentl-man
at the head of the Kurrawang line
is a great philanthropist. Past Govern.
ments have pgiven that gentleman a
chance to do them out of a great amount
of railway freights. The Bill provides
that one covered-in truck or carriage
shall be placed at the disposal of passen-
gers on that railway. That is not a
great matter when we consider rhe
fact that for several years on the 'ine
spoken of by the hon. member Govern-
menl trecks in many instances have been
running over a railway in d'rect oppo-
sition to the Govermment lines. We find
the Kwrrawang line leaves the Govern-
ment line at Kurrawang. TFor several
miles, for almost 100 m.les. that line

[ASSEMBLY.]

rung para.lel to the goldfields line, and
much of the wood that should be going
on to the goldfields line at Bullabulling,
and paying Government rates has escaped
payment, and the gentleman whom the
member for York (Mr. Monger) makes
out to be philanthropist has been
taking money which should have gone
into the coffers of the State. When
we toke that into consideration we
find thnt the fact of having to place a
covered van or carriage at the disposal
of persons who intend to use this tram-
way does not constitute a hardship
after all. T think that even my friend,
the member for York (Mr. Monger) will
admit that we do not wish to put a bar
on any industry. On many of these
tramways in the pnst the companies
owning them also owned the stores.
Some persons will declare that they do
not own the stores. because other men
have the stores; but I would like my
hon. friends to understand that at the
present time these tramway owners
have the right to prevent any man from
taking the goods over these tramways.
In many instances men whe run the
stores on the goldfields wood lines are
part and parcel of the company which
i=  exploiting the wood concessions,
and it an ordinary man wishes to take
goods along that line the tramway
owners have the power, and use it too.
to stop that man taking those goods
to the men cutting wood in the bush.
The Bill gives every man or woman the
right to take goods out under reasonable
conditions. The Bill also provides that
if the conditions are unreasonable the
Minister may be consulted, and if he
doeg not think the conditions are reason-
able he will step in and protect the
tramway owner. These provisions will
do an immenze amount of good, I
trust the Bill will go through, because
T helieve it will do a considerable amount
of good without inflicting any hardship
upon anyone or any industry. If it
were going to do any harm to the mining
industry 1 wonld be the last to support
it, but T believe it is going to do good,
brcause it will give the men in the
bush a chance to make their lonely
lives a little more tolerable than at pre-
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sent, while in turn the companies will
get better work from those men. The
Bil! has my hearty -apport .

Mr. O’LOGHLEN (in reply): I have
very few observations to make, because
like other meinbers I am anxious to see
the Bill get into Committee. The mem-
bers for Northam and for York (Hon.
J. Mitchell and Mr. Monger) have
expressed some little doubt as to the
efficacy of the Bill if it becomes law. 1
might refer to my second reading speech,
in which I stated that the people living
at the bush landings are denied the
fecilities which the timber railways
should furnish, and that not only are they
denied facilities which ordinary civil-
isation should Dbring in its train, but
they are charged excessive rates for the
privilege of riding on the very unsatisiac-
tory trucks provided. I was particularly
careful to point out that I was not
speaking with any degree of knowledge
of the conditions as they existed on the
wood lines of the goldfields, that I left
it to other members most concerned to
say whether the measure would inflict
any hardships on the people up there.
I am speaking principally for the South-
West. There has never been a measure
introduced into the House which has
received a greater welcome in the South-
West than will this. The member for York
{Mr. Monger) stated that it was a harassing
Bill, but I emphasise again that it is
the fairest Bill that has ever secn the
light of day. It imposex no undue
hardships or liabilities, and it certainly
demands in the interests of ordinary
civilisation that fair conditions shall
operate in the future. As I pointed out,
women and children have to scramble
over these slippery timber ramps in the
bush in wet weather, while in hot weather
their clothes are almost burnt off their
backs by flying sparks. The Bill only
gives to the Minister power to direct
that & covered van shall be provided on
a certain day in the week. The people,
knowing of the provision of this van,
will take advantage of it on that day.
The prominent feature of the Bill, the
vital part of it indeed, is that it compels
the various companies owning tramways
to carry goods at Government rates. I
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think it is a fair proposition that people
settled in the remote Jocalities should be
allowed to trade in the cheapest arket.
If they can save money by buying in
Perth, then they should have the right to
adopt that practice. The member for
York (Mr. Monger} will not, I think, offer
much opposition to the Bill. I would
like to correct him in the statermnent
that goods are sold at the same rates
in the timber centres as thoy are in the
City. That is not correct, because it
is recognised in the very agreements
that ten per cent. extra charge over and
abave Perth prices shall he added to all
goods sold in the timber areas. The
employers have said that they cannot
sell even at that enhanced price.

Mr. Monger: I was going on the
price of tobaceo.

Mr. OLOGHLEN : The working men
cannot live on tobacco alone. They
have big families, and are required to
provide the necessary commodities of a
househald, with the result that their
expenditure is very heavy and, at the end
of his month'’s work, the average man owes
the storekeeper £11 or £12. I regret the
member for York {Mr. Monger) did not
have time to consult the employers
most concerned. It is peculiar that the
hon. member should be so solicitous as
to the welfare of these gentlemen. I
do not think there is any other body
of men so alert as are the three directora
of the biggest timber corporation in the
State. They watch every point, know .
every move, indeed, know our business
better than we do ourselves. Con-
sequently if they have any serious
objection they should have lodged it.
If they have not lodged it, I am not
concerned. I do not care a snap of the
fingers whether they have objection or
not. They have in the past refused
and are to-day refusing taxpayers per-
mission to ride on the tramways, and
when they get this enormous privilege,
the power of operating for a term of 50
or 60 years and denuding these areas
of their forest wealth they should be
compelled to give taxpayers the right
to travel over the lines no matter what
the charge may be. To-day they are
refusing that right.
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Hon. J. Mitchell : You could not do
that when Government mwotor cars have
a spare seab.

Mr. O'LOCGHLEXN : That is an inane

interjection.

Hon. J. Mitchell: No, it applies
just the same.

Mr. OLOGHLEN: The community

removed from the highways of Govern-
ment lines should be able to claim the
right to ride on these tramways in order
that they might trade in the cheapest
market, and while this disability exists
the need for the measure exists, and
consequently I hope that the Bill will
have a speedy passage. T want to say
before sending the measure into Com-
mittee that the member for Irwin (Mr.
Moore) who, I believe is president of
the Pastoralists’ Association and takes
an interest in big financial concemns,
asked for a copy of the Bill a month
ago to send out to the people inter-
ested. Sir Edward Wittenoom, & mem-
ber of another place, I suppose, is taking
an interest in the matter ns well, so that
the member for York (Mr. Monger)
need not be concerned that they have not
had ample opportunity of dealing with
the measure. If he has received no
reply to his communications, I take it
for granted that there was no reply to
send. T hope the Bill will be passed
through Comunittee and will come into
operation at an early date.
Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commitiee.

Mr. McDowall in the Chair; Mr
O'Loghlen in charge of the Bill.

Clause }—agreed to.

Clause 2—Passengers and goods to be
carried

Hon. J. MITCHELTL : It was provided
that passengers should bhe carried at
the risk of the owner of the tramway.
These tramways were thrown down on
the surface merely for the haulage of
goods. They were temporary lines and
were not intended for the carriage of
passengers,

Mr. O’Loghlen : They carry all their
employees over them.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. J. MITCHELL: This Bill
gave the people power to demand to
be carried, and that being the case they
should be carried at their own risk.
Many of these lines were not fit for
passenger traffic.

Mr. Lander :
good.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: While he pre-
ferred to retain the clause in its present
form, rather than jeopardise the measure
he would agree to the amendment.
Many people would be willing to take the
risk. It was right that people should
be able to demand to be carried. He
was not putting up a plea for the Hebrew
who went up there with his pack or
for the hawker who traded with the
people on the timber belts, but the
chief object of the Bill was that goods
might be cearried. He would agree
to an amendment as suggested. feeling
that the Bill even then wounld confer
many benefits on these people.

Hon. J. MITCHELL moved an amend-
ment—

That after * rate in line three of
Subclause 2, the words ' ai. such passen-
gers' risk ” be inserted.

Mr. Dwyer: You are putting the
amendment in the wrong place.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : The subelause
provided that goods should be carried
at the owner's risk. .

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-

Some of them are very

ister): That refers to the charges for
goods.
Mr. DWYER : The amendment would

have his opposition because he did not
believe in exempting the owner of
& mill line from liability in this way.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: It was his
desire to withdraw the amendment with
a view of embodying his idea in a new
subclause.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Hon. J. MITCHELTL. moved an amend-
ment—

That the following new subclause
be inserted after Subclause 4—'° (5) All

passengers shall be carried at their
own risk.”

Mr. McDOXALD: Although the
member for Forrest (Mr. O'Loghlen)

had ugreed to accept the amendment the
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iact that a certain risk was imposed
on the owner of the line would make
him more careful in the carriage of
passengers.

Mr. MUNSIE : There would be a great
danger if the amendment was accepted.
If an employee met with an accident he
should be entitled to damages,

Mr. Broun : He is not.

Mr MUNSIE: An employee would
be if the Workers' Compensation Bill
was passed. In some instances on the
goldfields the owners of these concessions
had done fairly good work in ¢onnection
with the carting of water, but in other
instances they had not done good work.
It was unfair to ask the population to
travel on these tramways at their own
risk after paying full rates.

The MINISTER FOR JMINES: TIf
there were no tramways in existence he
would support the clause, but it would
be somewhat wnfaiv lo now impose vondi-
tions to make these rompanies liable for
damages [or aceidenis when the permits
weve granled oviginally, not for the pur-
pose of carrying passengers, but for ear-
rying timber. The consequence was the
rails were laid down to meet the purpose
of earrying timber, and nol passengers,
and they were thrown down on the sur-

. face, and nothing like the same degree
of care was taken v provide a safe road,
as would otherwise have been necessary
had they known they were liable for dam-
ares i the ease of an accident. 1t would
not be fair after these railways were down
to ask these people to spend large sums
ot money in putfing the lines in a state of
repair that would guaraniee a fair degree
of =afely for the carriage of passengers.
Tven the Railway Department did not
take any liability for passengers exeept
those eonveyed in trains specially provided
for the purpose. The Bill granted a great
weasure of relief, and 1t should net he
lost because of eoniaining a comdition
whirh wonld nol be accepled.

Mry. MUNSIE: Thoagh fhe lines were
not built for the carriage of passengers.
passengers travelled over them.

The Minister for Mines: AL their own
rigk.

Mr. MUNSIE: On each train run by
the Kurrawang company there were the

driver, the fireman, and the guard. If it
was good enough to allow these employces
of the eompany to run the train for the
benefit of the Kurrawang company, it was
good enongh for the Kurrawang company
to tnke the risk on passengers paving
fares.

Alr. ’LOGHLEN: The fiveman, the
guard and the driver were emplovees of
the company engaged in the oecupation
they followed for the particular company,
and wounld be covered by the Workery’
Compensation Act. They differed entirely
from the other employees of the company
travelling out to their work, who had no
claim on the eompany in the ease of an
aceident on the line so far as the law at
present stood. The abject of the Bill was
to enable the people on these lings to buy
their stores wherever they wished to do
so. Had e not thought that the amend-
ment was fair he would noi have aceepted
it. Thongh accidents happened on these
tramway lines, the employees of the com-
pany engaged on the irains had no desire
to cause accidenis by the running of the
trains.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: We had granted
these permits to earry timber. 1f the
companies desired at any time o carry
passengers the Minister for Rallways
conld always make provision that wonld
he satisfactory to the department. At
present the lines were altogether unsuited
for the ecarriage of passengers. No one
would be less likely to give way on this
maiter than the member for Forvest if he
thought the case was nol right, hut the
hon. member had agreed {o {he amendment
beeause he Knew it was reasonable and be-
eanse he wanted the Bill {o hecome law.
Members would agree to the amendment
in order that the Bill might have a better
chance of being expedited.

Mr. MeDONALD: Was fhe hon. mem-
bet uttering a threat?
Hon. J. Milchell: Certainly not.

Mr. MeDONALD: N was nof necessary
to throw soff soap or melted bulter on the
nember for Forrest.  No matter under
whal condilions fthese concessions were
eranted the passengers were carried on
these lines at excessive rates, and lhev
would so continue fo be earried nolwith-
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standing that the rates would be reduced
by the Bill. 1f there was a new rush on
any parl of the goldfields touched by one
of these lines, the people owning the line
would make a profit out of the carrving
of goods and passengers and should be
compelled to aceept whatever risk was at-
tendant on earrying the passengers.

~ Amendment put and passed, the clause
as amended agreed to.

Clause 3—agreed to.

Clanse 4—TPenalty for default:

My. MONGER moved an amendment-—
That the words “and the Comniis-
sioner of Railways may disconnect the
timber line from the Government rail-
way notwithstanding the provisions of
any Act or contract wnder which the
connection may have beem made” be
struck out.
This was a most drastic provision. The
Minister for Railways had the reputation
of being a fair-minded man, and the
member for Forrest also had that reputa-
tion; hut when they wished a measure
to be placed on the staiute-book giving
such drastic powers into the hands of
any individual, they were expecting too
much,

Hon, J. MITCHELL: The prineipal
objection was that the clause provided a
double penalty. There could be a fine of
£20 and the possibility of the Commis-
sioner of Railways disconnecting the line.
It might be as well to abolish the fine and
leave the other penalty in the hands of
the Commissioner for Railways. Prob-
ably the idea of the member for TForrest
was that the company might commit a
number of offences and the Commissioner
could in that case utilise the alternative
power. Under the permit at present there
was power i{o diseonneet if the permit
holder transgressed.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The Bill as origin-
ally drafted contained higher penaliies;
but seeing this power to disconnect the
line was ineluded, he thought that the
penalty would be sufficient at £20. Ti
might happen they could eommit breaches
every week and the penalty might not pre-
vent Lthem doing so. The power existed
fo-day and it was a power which should
be given to the Commissioner. The ob-
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ject was to prevent a company having
geographical advaotages defeating the
Siate as they were sometimes able to do.

Mr, Thomas: Why are you re-enaecting
it if the power exists?

Mr. O'LOGHLEXN : Because it was a
fair provision. Every Act contained pro-
visions which were not likely to be put
into effect bt they were there as a heaithy
cheek.

Mr, McDONALD: The diffieulty might
be overcome by providing for a penalty
for the first offence and providing that
the Commissioner shonld disconnect for
the socond offence.

Anendment put and negatived.

Clanse put and passed.

Clause 5—agreed lo,

Title=agreed to.

Ril! reported with an amendment.

House adjourned at 10.35 p.m.
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QUESTION—SLEEPERS FOR
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the contract (or a eopy thereof) entered



